
July 16 Meeting   

 

1.) Held a public hearing for the Kimball Pines redevelopment grant          
followed by an approval (7-0) to approve the submission of the grant. The 
total redevelopment cost is $388k with 25% required (97k) with local match 
dollars. Several funding sources already have been identified. 

2) Had the honor of reading into the record the Americans with Disabilities 
Act 30th Anniversary resolution in support. 

3) Approved a 3 year contract (2021-2023) (7-0) of the Administrator/
Controller. State statue limits the contract length to 3 years and if not       
approved by Aug 1 it would default to a 1 yr. contract. The base salary will 
remain unchanged until Eff Jan 1, 2021 would be entitled to receiving an 
equivalent base salary increase to whatever the non-union employees receive 
(%). Benefits remain unchanged. 

4) Approved 5-2 (Tompkins & King dissented) to authorize placement of a 
telephone line surcharge to fund 911 emergency dispatch services for a      
period of 10 years, in the maximum amount of $3.00 per line, on the        
November 2020 ballot.  

5) Approved the grant application submission (7-0) to the Michigan Dept of 
Treasury (as part of CARES Act funding) for the first responder hazard pay 
premium program to cover unbudgeted payments up to $1,000 for each    
eligible first responder. Under this grant, eligible would be the 167 Sheriff 
office employees (including corrections).  

6) Approved the grant application submission (7-0) to the Michigan Dept of 
Treasury for the public health and public safety reimbursement program. As 
part of the CARES Act funding, this grant would cover payroll expenses for 
April & May 2020 to all employees who services were substantially dedicated 
to mitigating or responding to COVID-19. Calhoun County grant request is 
3.2 million and would alleviate budget pressures in the county general fund. 
This grant would also alleviate local governments expenditures that contract 
with Calhoun County Sheriffs office for law enforcement services                
(i.e. Homer).  
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Meetings may be held in virtual 
format.   

 Homer Village  8/3 7pm 

County Commissioners 
meeting  

8/6 7pm 

 Senior Millage           
Allocation Committee  

8/7 

 

8am  

Clarence Twp  

Albion Twp  

Clarendon Twp  

8/10 7pm 

730pm 

730pm  

Albion-Homer SAPS 

Homer  Twp  

8/11 9am  

7pm  

Trailway Alliance  

Lee Twp  

8/12 8am 

7pm 

 Albion City  8/17 7pm 

Sheridan Twp  8/18 7pm 

County Commissioners 
meeting  

8/20 7pm 

Drug Free Community 
Grant Committee  

8/21 9am 

Upcoming Meetings  

(August)  



 

 1.)  Participated in a virtual meeting on health care access to Albion residents on 
July 1.  The discussion centered around identifying access possibilities for              
underserved and what it will take to make services available.   

2.) Participated in a virtual meeting with Albion leaders regarding the Starr         
Commonwealth announcement of cutting ties with Sequel Youth Services and how it 
will affect residential treatment on campus.  The move away from residential      
treatment will result in finding   placement in other locations for 135 students and 
job losses of 270 employees.   I reached out to Governor Whitmer on the possibility 
of coming to Albion to visit and see the positive impact Starr has on its students.  

3.) On July 2, 16 & 30 as part of delivering fresh produce boxes to the Barneyville 
Senior Apts in Homer courtesy of CareWell Services, the area agency on aging for 
Calhoun County and the Village of Homer. These produce boxes are for seniors and 
anyone else in and around Homer who can benefit. Through the USDA Farmers to 
Families program 63 boxes of Michigan fruits/vegetables are available and there are 
no age, residency or income requirements! First come, first serve.  Always honored 
to help our seniors!  

4.) On July 8 & 22 I participated in conference calls with the White House Office of         
Intergovernmental Affairs to hear updates on COVID-19 response.  

5.) On July 23 I participated in a virtual COVID-19 community discussion with local      
leaders from Albion, county health leaders & representatives from Gov. Whitmer's 
office.   The discussion centered around  future testing in Albion and potential      
testing sites.  Albion College President Dr. Johnson spoke about Albion Colleges 
plan and protocol and the potential for the state to partner with the state to provide 
testing on Albion Colleges campus.  Further meetings will be taking place.   

 

County Offices Open Status: 

County offices  (Toeller Building in Battle Creek & County Building in  Marshall) 
reopened on July 6th to the general public with mask and social  distancing require-
ments.  Some offices are still  by appointment only so please call ahead.    The Justice 
Center in    Battle Creek remains closed. For more  details on  contact information 
and safe start   requirements go to calhouncountymi.gov and click on safe start plan.   
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 Please see page 6  for results of  a recent study & what we can do 
to begin to truly address the problems we have.   

OTHER HAPPENINGS  

 

 

July 3– American Legion Pig Roast  

(Albion) 

July 16– Food Distribution to Seniors  

(Homer) 

July 26– American Legion Breakfast 

(Albion) 



 

1.)  Senior Millage Committee  met July 2.  Items discussed/actions    
taken included;  

 A.)  Michelle Williamson ,CEO and Chuck Asher, COO of Community 
 Action was on hand to discuss senior transportation costs.  

 B.) Heard an update from the Senior Millage renewal committee on the 
 status of the campaign.  

 C.) Unanimously approved the Joanne Konkle Leadership award           
 nomination of Jolene English.  

 D.) Approved a mini-grant request in the amount of $1,600 to the        
 Marshall Lions Club for seniors ride free on Wednesdays for Marshall       
 Dial-A-Ride.  

2.) Trailway Alliance met July 8.  Items discussed/actions taken included;   

 A.) A.) Heard an update that the state  has suspended all trail projects due to 
 COVID-19.  The trust fund money is still safe but some match dollars are 
 gone.   

 B.) The paving project at the medical care facility is now on hold as the facility 
 cannot pay the 10k to support due  to COVID-19 budget issues.   

3.)  Homer Lake Board met July 14.  Items discussed/actions taken           
included;  

 A.) Provided an update on the results of the treatments on the lake to date.   

 B.) Announced the board tripled its debt payment.  The board has now cut the 
 debt in half in 3 years with a target on eliminating the debt entirely by 2021.   

 C.) Budget update was provided which revealed we are in excellent shape.   

4.) Southwest Michigan Behavioral  Health Substance Use Oversight Policy 
board met July 20.  Items discussed/actions taken included;  

 A.) Received an update on the current status of 19/20 financials by county.   

 B.) Reviewed the utilization of PA2 dollars for 2020 YTD.  Calhoun County 
 has spent 69% of its budget through May 31, 2020.  

 C.) Had initial discussion/review of the SWBH 2020-2023 strategic business 
 plan draft.  

COMMITTEE CORNER  

GARY TOMPKINS  

COUNTY COMMISSIONER  

7TH DISTRICT  

JULY 2020  

YOUR COUNTY CONNECTION 

COMMITTEES/ORGANIZATIONS     

SERVING: 

• Senior Millage Allocation  Committee (SMAC) 
- Chair  

• Calhoun County Planning Commission  

• Calhoun County Trail way  Alliance  

• Homer Lake Mgmt. Board                                
-Chair, Secretary & Admin.  

• Southwest Michigan Behavioral Health 
(SWBH) Substance Abuse SUD Oversight Policy 
Board  

• Potawatomi Resource  Conservation &        
Development Council  

• Forks Senior Center Board                              
- Policy Chair 

• Homer Downtown Development               
Authority  

• Albion/Homer Substance Abuse                
Prevention Coalition– Co-Chair  

• Albion/Homer United Way– President 

• VFW Auxiliary Post 9411-Homer 

• County Board of Commissioners                 
Parliamentarian  

• SLF/Blair Scholarship Review                  
Committee 

• Homer Athletic Hall of Fame                    
Committee President  

• Albion City Infrastructure Advisory           
Committee.  

• Albion Suicide Prevention Coalition 

• Albion COVID-19 Task Force  

• Albion/Homer Drug Free Grant Co-Chair 
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SENIOR MILLAGE ALLOCATION COMMITTEE  

 

The Calhoun County Senior Millage was first approved by voters in 1996 to fill gaps in available services and help older adults by 

promoting health, safety, and wellness.  The Senior Millage raises approximately $2.7 million in taxes each year, and has been re-

newed by voters in 2000, 2006, and 2010. Senior Millage funds 22 different programs that operate county-wide administered by 

ten trusted nonprofit organizations to provide services to Calhoun County residents, age 60 and older.  

 

For the past two years I have had the distinct honor to serve as the Chair of the 13 member committee and have served on the  

committee for the past 4 years.   The committee members are an incredible group who has a passion for seniors who are focused on 

providing services for seniors, identifying emerging trends in senior issues and being fiscally responsible to ensure  taxpayers     

dollars are spent wisely.   

 

Highlights from 2019  

 6,568 seniors served ( up 12% from 2017)  

 $3.4 million spent by senior services to serve county seniors  (up 15.45% from 2018).  

 Provided over 135,217 nutritious meals to seniors.  

 Provided over 676 seniors 30,608  transportation.  

 Almost 500 seniors exercised 11,734 times at 14 sites around the county.  

 Provided, minor home repairs, benefits counseling assistance paying for 324 prescriptions.   

 Awarded over $52,000 in mini-grants. (Talons out honor flight, Albion Community Gardens,         

Albion-Marshall Connector, City of Albion & Oaklawn Hospital just to name a few).  
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  COUNTY/MUNICIPALTIES/TOWNSHIP MILLAGES REQUESTS IN 7TH DISTRICT ON 
THE AUGUST 4TH BALLOT 
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A new report from CoPilot, using Federal Highway Administration statistics, shows that Michigan has 
the 9th worst roads in the nation, and 1/3 of our roads are in poor condition.   Research from AAA 
found that potholes alone cost drivers $3 billion a year in vehicle repair costs nationally.  
 

Here’s what the report found in Michigan; 

• Percentage of all major roads in poor condition: 33.2% 

• Interstates and freeways in poor condition: 7.8% 

• Arterials in poor condition: 32.5% 

• Minor arterials in poor condition: 39.1% 

• Daily vehicle-miles per capita: 26.5 

• Miles of road per 1k people: 5.2 

This study does not account for local rural roads and municipalities local streets that are                               
considerably worse .    
 
What has state government done to address the issue?   
FEASABILITY STUDY AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR TOLLING HIGHWAYS IN MICHIGAN  
Senate Bill 517 would amend 1951 PA 51 (“Act 51”) to require the Michigan Department of Trans-
portation (MDOT) to engage an outside consulting firm to conduct a feasibility study and strategic 
implementation plan on tolling highways of this state.   This a 2 year study and the amount of          
additional cost cannot be readily determined at this time (House Fiscal Agency).   
 
Let’s get serious about address the problem with a real solution to begin to get our roads in better 
shape than we see today.   I have a plan to get additional funding for everyone including townships 
to  truly address  the problem.   If you would like to see the plan, email me and I will provide a copy.  
If we don’t systematically change our road funding system (ACT 51), our road problems will only    
continue to get worse.  ACT 51 has been in place since 1951 and we are 9th worst 69 years later.   

Is ACT 51 working for us?  

The Roads Continue to Crumble  

https://www.copilotsearch.com/posts/cities-with-the-worst-roads/
https://blog.wa.aaa.com/press-releases/pothole-damage-costs-u-s-drivers-3-billion-annually/

